
 

 

Luke 24: 13-35 

On that same day, two of the disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, 

about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these 

things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself 

came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 

And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk 

along?’ They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was 

Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not 

know the things that have taken place there in these days?’ Jesus asked them, 

‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a 

prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our 

chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and 

crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and 

besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, 

some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this 

morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us 

that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of 

those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had 

said; but they did not see Jesus.’ Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you 

are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was 

it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into 

his glory?’ Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to 

them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 

were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is 

almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them. 

Risen Christ, you filled your 

disciples with boldness and 

fresh hope: strengthen us 

to proclaim your risen life 

and fill us with your peace, 

to the glory of God the 

Father. 
 



When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and 

gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized Jesus; and he 

vanished from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning 

within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 

scriptures to us?’ That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and 

they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were 

saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ Then they 

told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to 

them in the breaking of the bread. NRSV 

 

Meditation 

This story is one which tells the story of Cleopas and his friend but that friend 

can be you and I or anybody. This story sets out the pattern of the Christian life. 

we are all on a journey, a pilgrimage, we are questioning and seeking answers 

and if we allow him to do so, Jesus joins with us in that searching. Cleopas is 

honest in saying that he has dashed hopes and that frankly they had felt let 

down and disappointed by God. It is in that honesty and depth of despair that 

Jesus meets with those at the bottom of a dark pit and shows hope and new 

life. ‘A walk with God.’ God seeks to walk with us and console us in many ways, 

sadly we so often fail to recognize his presence. We are so caught up in the 

past, sp pre-occupied with ourselves that we fail to see God alongside us in our 

need.  

Pope John Paul II said "Before God, each human being is always unique and 

unrepeatable, somebody thought of and chosen from eternity."  

 

Prayers for Sunday and the week ahead 

Christ our friend, you ask for our love in spite of our betrayal. Give us courage to 

embrace forgiveness, know you again, and trust ourselves in you; we pray in your 

name. Amen  

 

Lord Jesus, you led the two disciples on the Emmaus Road from the known to the 

unknown. You walked with them in their grief and the despair. You listened to 

them and understood their needs. You gently guided them through the 

scriptures helping them to understand what was going on in the world  

 

Lord Jesus be our companion on the road which we travel. Use us to bless the 

lives of others and to be a part of your revolutionary movement to transform the 

world. 

May we too be your disciples, ready to follow and willing to lead others to a 

relationship with you. 


